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(57) ABSTRACT

An object detection apparatus includes a storage section stor-
ing a plurality of selection patterns as combinations of one of
aplurality of recognition dictionaries and one of a plurality of
image recognition algorithms, a specifying means for speci-
fying at least one of a distance from a position at which an
input image is taken and a target corresponding to the detec-
tion object within the input image and a state of light of the
input image, a selection means for selecting one from the
plurality of the selection patterns based on at least one of the
distance and the state of the light specified by the specifying
means, and a detection means for detecting the detection
object within the input image by performing an image recog-
nition process using the image recognition dictionary and the
image recognition algorithm included in the selection pattern
selected by the selection means.

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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OBJECT DETECTION APPARATUS

This application claims priority to Japanese Patent Appli-
cation No. 2013-93813 filed on Apr. 26, 2013, the entire
contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an object detection appa-
ratus for detecting an object from an input image using an
image recognition dictionary.

2. Description of Related Art

It is known to perform image recognition based on an
image recognition algorithm on an input image obtained by a
camera or the like mounted on an own vehicle using an image
recognition dictionary describing reference data regarding
detection objects for the purpose of detecting an object such
as a human or a vehicle present in front or back of the own
vehicle. For example, Japanese Patent application Laid-open
No. 2010-79716 describes a technique in which an image
obtained by an imaging device is collated with template data
(recognition dictionary) for detection of a pedestrian.

The recognition dictionary used for detecting a detection
object is prepared in advance so as to suit assumed environ-
ment conditions. Accordingly, if the actual environmental
conditions at the time when the imaging device obtains an
image are far apart from the assumed environmental condi-
tions, the robustness of the image recognition performed
using the recognition dictionary is degraded, and the detec-
tion performance is lowered.

Environment conditions which may affect the detection
performance include the distance between the imaging posi-
tion and a detection object, the brightness, contrast and color
of an input image which depend on the solar radiation,
weather and time of day. Hence, when the environment con-
ditions vary greatly with time, the performance of object
detection performed using the same recognition dictionary
may be unstable.

SUMMARY

An exemplary embodiment provides an object detection
apparatus including:

a storage section storing a plurality of selection patterns as
combinations of one of a plurality of recognition dictionaries
and one of a plurality of image recognition algorithms, each
of the recognition dictionaries describing reference data of a
detection object, each of the recognition algorithms being for
recognizing the detection object within an input image based
on the recognition dictionaries;

a specifying means for specifying at least one of a distance
from a position at which the input image is taken to a target
corresponding to the detection object within the input image
and a state of light of the input image;

aselection means for selecting one from the plurality of the
selection patterns based on at least one of the distance and the
state of the light specified by the specifying means; and,

a detection means for detecting the detection object within
the input image by performing an image recognition
process using the image recognition dictionary and the
image recognition algorithm included in the selection
pattern selected by the selection means.

Another exemplary embodiment provides an object detec-

tion apparatus including:

a storage section storing a plurality of selection patterns as
combinations of one of a plurality of recognition dictionaries
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and an image recognition algorithm, each of the recognition
dictionaries describing reference data of a detection object,
the recognition algorithms being for recognizing the detec-
tion object from an input image based on the recognition
dictionaries;

a specifying means for specitying at least one of a distance
from a position at which the input image is taken and a target
corresponding to the detection object within the input image
and a state of light of the input image;

a selection means for selecting one from the plurality ofthe
selection patterns based on at least one of the distance and the
state of the light specified by the specifying means; and

a detection means for detecting the detection object within
the input image by performing an image recognition process
using the image recognition dictionary and the image recog-
nition algorithm included in the selection pattern selected by
the selection means.

According to these embodiments, there are provided objec-
tion detection apparatuses capable of reliably detecting a
detection object even when the environmental conditions
around the detection object is changing significantly.

Other advantages and features ofthe invention will become
apparent from the following description including the draw-
ings and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the accompanying drawings:

FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically showing the structure of
an object detection system including an obstacle detection
apparatus according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2A is a diagram showing an example of a plurality of
recognition dictionaries and an image recognition method
used in the obstacle detection apparatus according to the
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2B is a diagram showing an example of selection
patterns of the plurality of the recognition dictionaries and a
plurality of image recognition algorithms;

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a method of selecting from
among the plurality of the recognition dictionaries and the
plurality of image recognition algorithms in accordance with
an input image; and

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing steps of an object detection
process performed by the object detection apparatus accord-
ing to the embodiment of the invention.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically showing the structure of
an object detection system including an object detection
apparatus 1 according to an embodiment of the invention.
This object detection system is mounted on a vehicle (may be
referred to as the own vehicle hereinafter) for detecting speci-
fied detection objects such as a human, a vehicle and a traffic
sign present in front of or behind the own vehicle. As shown
in FIG. 1, the object detection system includes the object
detection apparatus 1, an image input section 2, a sensor
section 3 and a detection result output section 4.

The object detection apparatus 1, which includes an arith-
metic processing section 10 and a storage section 11, detects
an image of a detection object from an input image by per-
forming an image recognition process on the input image
using a recognition dictionary describing detection objects to
be detected.

The arithmetic processing section 10 includes a CPU, a
ROM, a RAM and an input/output interface. The arithmetic
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processing section 10 processes the input image received
from the image input section 2, and outputs a detection result.
The arithmetic processing section 10 operates to detect an
image corresponding to a detection object using a recognition
dictionary describing detection objects to be detected. The
arithmetic processing section 10 performs image recognition
on the input image by selecting an optimum one of combina-
tions (selection patterns) of one of a plurality of recognition
dictionaries and one of a plurality of image recognition algo-
rithms prepared in advance to suit various conditions includ-
ing the distance to a target and the state of the light such as
brightness, contrast and color of the input image.

The storage section 11 stores programs regarding the rec-
ognition dictionaries describing reference data of detection
objects and a method for performing image recognition using
the recognition dictionaries. In this embodiment, the storage
section 11 stores a plurality of different recognition dictio-
naries for the same detection objects, which are prepared in
advance for different environmental conditions. The size,
brightness, contrast and color of the same detection object are
described differently for the same model of each detection
object in these recognition dictionaries, because of differ-
ences in the environmental conditions including assumed
distance between the detection object and the observation
position (imaging position), and the assumed state of the light
such as brightness and clearness which depend on weather
and time of day.

The storage section 11 stores also a program describing an
image recognition process. The image recognition process
includes a plurality of different recognition algorithms
including one for performing image recognition based on
geometrical similarity between an input image and images
contained in the recognition dictionary, and one for perform-
ing image recognition based on similarity in pixel values such
as pixel average or histogram. Further, the image recognition
process includes an image correcting function for adjusting
the brightness, contrast, color, sharpness and so on before
performing image recognition in order to increase detectabil-
ity of image recognition.

FIG. 2A shows an example of a plurality of different rec-
ognition dictionaries and an image recognition method. In
this example, different recognition dictionaries (a, b, c, . ..)
are prepared for various environmental conditions different in
the distance to a detection object (human in this example),
and brightness, sharpness and color in the vicinity of the
detection object. In one of the recognition dictionaries, which
is for use in detecting the detection object at a short (or long)
distance, a model of the detection object is described to be
small (or large) in size. In one of the recognition dictionaries,
which is for use in detecting the detection object at a bright (or
dark) place, the model of the detection objects is described to
be bright (or dark). In one of the recognition dictionaries,
which is for use in detecting the detection object in daylight
(or nightfall or night-time), the model of the detection object
is described to be pale (or reddish or bluish). In one of the
recognition dictionaries, which is for use in detecting the
detection object in environmental conditions where the image
of'the detection object is likely to become faint, for example,
when the distance to the detection object is assumed to be
rather distant, or when it is assumed to be raining or foggy, the
model of the detection object is described to have low contrast
at its contour. Also, in this example, the image recognition
method includes a plurality of different image recognition
algorithms (alpha, beta, gamma, . .. ), and an image correcting
function.

As shown in FIG. 2B, a plurality of selection patterns (A,
B, C, .. .) which are combinations of the recognition dictio-
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naries and the image recognition algorithms are defined in the
storage section 11. These selection patterns are prepared to
provide optimum detection performance for various environ-
mental conditions taking into account their different algo-
rithms and their different assumed environmental conditions.

For example, one of the selection patterns is appropriate for
an environment where the distance to a detection object is
small (or large) and an input image is bright (or dark). There
may be a selection pattern prepared taking into account the
contrast and state of color of an input image. The image
correcting function may be provided in the selection patterns
prepared to suit an environment where the sharpness of an
input image is assumed to be considerably low to adjust the
brightness, contrast or sharpness of the input image.

Returning to the explanation of FIG. 1, the image input
section 2 includes a vehicle-mounted camera. An image
obtained by the image input section 2 is inputted as an input
image to the arithmetic processing section 10 of the object
detection apparatus 1.

The sensor section 3 includes vehicle-mounted sensors
including a distance measuring sensor such as a millimeter-
wave radar or a laser radar, and an luminance sensor for
measuring brightness outside the own vehicle. The detection
result output section 4 operates to inform the vehicle driver of
presence of a human or a vehicle and perform vehicle control
in accordance with the detection result received from the
object detection apparatus 1. The detection result output sec-
tion 4 may be a control device of a safe driving system or a
driving support system of the vehicle.

Here is explained a method of specifying environmental
conditions used as decision criteria which the arithmetic pro-
cessing section 10 of the object detection apparatus 1 uses to
determine the selection pattern of the recognition dictionary
and the image recognition algorithm with reference to FIG. 3.

In this embodiment, as shown in section (a) of FIG. 3, the
distance to each object (target) within an input image received
from the image input section 2 is specified as one of the
environmental conditions. The distance to a target can be
measured by scanning within the imaging range of the image
inputting section 2 using a millimeter wave radar or a laser
radar, for example.

Alternatively, the distance to a target may be estimated
based on the position of the image area corresponding to the
target at the time of scanning the input image using a model of
the recognition dictionary. For example, the distance to a
target can be estimated based on the position of the lowermost
part of the image area corresponding to the target relative to
the position of the vanishing point of an input image. In this
case, if the lowermost part is at a high position close to the
vanishing point, the target can be estimated to be remote from
the imaging position. On the other hand, if the lowermost part
is at a low position distant from the vanishing point, the target
can be estimated to be close to the imaging position. The
distance to a target may be specified by one of or combining
the above two methods which use the distance measuring
sensor and a model of the recognition dictionary, respectively.

In this embodiment, as shown in section (b) of FIG. 3, also
the brightness, contrast and color state of the input image
received from the image input section 2 are specified as one of
the environmental conditions. More specifically, the bright-
ness, contrast and color state of the input image are specified
by analyzing brightness data (including the average value,
center value, histogram, for example) of pixels constituting
the image area corresponding to a detection object. The result
of analysis of the brightness data may be combined with
measured brightness outputted from the luminance sensor.
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The arithmetic processing section 10 specifies the environ-
mental conditions of the input image based on the specified
distance to the target, and state of the light such as the bright-
ness, contrast and color state of the input image. Thereafter,
the arithmetic processing section 10 selects one from the
recognition dictionaries and one from the image recognition
algorithms which match the specified environmental condi-
tions (see FIG. 2B).

Next, an object detection process performed by the arith-
metic processing section 10 of the object detection apparatus
1 is explained with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 4.

In step S100, the arithmetic processing section 10 deter-
mines an object image area corresponding to a detection
object within an unchecked image area of the input image
received from the image input section 2. The object image
areamay be one of divided sub-areas constituting the entire of
the input image, or an image area corresponding to a road or
a sidewalk within the input image.

In step S102, the arithmetic processing section 10 specifies
the distance between the target within the object image area
determined in step S100 and the imaging position (vehicle
position) in accordance with the method explained in the
foregoing with reference to FIG. 3. In step S104, the arith-
metic processing section 10 analyzes the state of the light
including the brightness, contrast and color of the object
image area determined in step S100 in accordance with the
method explained in the foregoing with reference to FIG. 3.

In step S106, the arithmetic processing section 10 selects
one from the recognition dictionaries and one from the image
recognition algorithms based on the distance specified in step
S102 and the state of the light analyzed in step S104. More
specifically, the arithmetic processing section 10 specifies the
environmental conditions for the object image area based on
the specified distance to the target and the specified state of
the light including the brightness, contrast and color of the
object image area, and thereafter, selects one from the recog-
nition dictionaries and one from the image recognition algo-
rithms which match the specified environmental conditions.

In step S108, the arithmetic processing section 10 performs
the image recognition process on the object image area using
the recognition dictionary and the image recognition algo-
rithm selected in step S106 to detect a detection object within
the object image area. More specifically, the arithmetic pro-
cessing section 10 scans the object image area using the
selected recognition dictionary and performs the image rec-
ognition on the object image area using the selected image
recognition algorithm. When the selected image recognition
algorithm includes the image correcting function, the arith-
metic processing section 10 corrects the object image area
before performing the image recognition. In step S110, the
arithmetic processing section 10 outputs the detection result
of the image recognition process performed in step S108 to
the detection result output section 4.

In step S112, the arithmetic processing section 10 checks
whether or not there is an object image area not yet having
been subjected to the image recognition process. If the check
result is affirmative, the arithmetic processing section 10
returns to step S100. If the check result is negative, the arith-
metic processing section 10 terminates this object detection
process.

The object detection apparatus 1 described above provides
the following advantages. The recognition dictionary and the
image recognition algorithm used for recognizing a detection
object can be switched depending on the distance to a target
and the ambient surrounding. More specifically, it is possible
to select one from a plurality of the combinations (selection
patterns) of the recognition dictionaries and the image recog-
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nition algorithms prepared in advance for different environ-
mental conditions such as the distance to a target and the
brightness of an input image. Accordingly, the object detec-
tion performance can be kept high even when the environ-
mental conditions are changing.

Modifications

The above embodiment is configured to select one of the
combinations (selection patterns) of one of a plurality of
different recognition dictionaries and one of a plurality of
different image recognition algorithms prepared in advance.
However, the above embodiment may be modified so as to
select one from combinations of a plurality of different rec-
ognition dictionaries and a single image recognition algo-
rithm. Further, the above embodiment may be modified so as
to select one from combinations of a single recognition dic-
tionary and one of a plurality of different image recognition
algorithms.

In the above embodiment, an input image is divided into a
plurality of sub-image areas, and one of the selection patterns
of a plurality of different recognition dictionaries and a plu-
rality of different image recognition algorithms is selected for
each of the sub-image areas to perform the image recognition.
However, the above embodiment may be modified so as to
select one from the selection patterns for one entire input
image.

In the above embodiment, the distance to a target and the
state of the light (brightness, contrast and color etc) are used
as decision criteria for specifying the environmental condi-
tions of a detection object. However, it is possible to use only
one of the distance to a target and the state of the light as the
decision criteria. In the above embodiment, the object detec-
tion apparatus is mounted on a vehicle. It should be noted that
the object detection apparatus of the present invention can be
used for various vehicles, for example, an airplane, a vessel,
arailroad vehicle, and also can be used for security equipment
and a household electrical appliance.

The above explained preferred embodiments are exem-
plary of the invention of the present application which is
described solely by the claims appended below. It should be
understood that modifications of the preferred embodiments
may be made as would occur to one of skill in the art.

What is claimed is:

1. An object detection apparatus comprising:

a storage section storing a plurality of selection patterns as
combinations of one of a plurality of recognition dictio-
naries and one of a plurality of image recognition algo-
rithms, each of the recognition dictionaries describing
reference data of a detection object, each of the recog-
nition algorithms being for recognizing the detection
object within an input image based on the recognition
dictionaries;

aprocessor operable as a specitying unit specifying at least
one of a distance from a position of a vehicle on which
the object detection apparatus is mounted to a target
corresponding to the detection object within the input
image and a state of light of the input image;

the processor operable as a selection unit selection one
from the plurality of the selection patterns based on at
least one of the distance from the position of the vehicle
to the target and the state of the light specified by the
specifying unit; and

the processor operable as a detection unit detecting the
detection object within the input image by performing
an image recognition process using the image recogni-
tion dictionary and the image recognition algorithm
included in the selection pattern selected by the selection
unit;
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wherein the distance to the target is estimated based on a
position of a lowermost part of the input image corre-
sponding to the target relative to a position of a vanishing
point of the input image.

2. The object detection apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the specifying unit specifies at least one of bright-
ness, contrast and color of the input image as the state of light
of the input image.

3. An object detection apparatus comprising:

a storage section storing a plurality of selection patterns as
combinations of one of a plurality of recognition dictio-
naries and an image recognition algorithm, each of the
recognition dictionaries describing reference data of a
detection object, the recognition algorithms being for
recognizing the detection object from an input image
based on the recognition dictionaries;

aprocessor operable as a specifying unit specifying at least
one of a distance from a position of a vehicle on which
the object detection apparatus is mounted and a target
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corresponding to the detection object within the input
image and a state of light of the input image;

the processor operable as a selection unit selecting one
from the plurality of the selection patterns based on at
least one of the distance from the position of the vehicle
to the target and the state of the light specified by the
specifying unit; and

the processor operable as a detection unit detecting the
detection object within the input image by performing
an image recognition process using the image recogni-
tion dictionary and the image recognition algorithm
included in the selection pattern selected by the selection
unit;

wherein the distance to the target is estimated based on a
position of a lowermost part of the input image corre-
sponding to the target relative to a position of a vanishing
point of the input image.
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